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Central Theme:
 “The Family: Basis for the Integral Development of Children and Adolescents”(
Working Groups:
1. “The Family as the Institution with Primary Responsibility for Protection, Upbringing, and Integral Development of the Child”
· Reaffirming the institution of the family as the primary entity responsible for children; describing the family as the ideal space for the healthy development of children
· The family as the main sphere in which to exercise and promote the culture of respect for children’s rights 
· The family as cultural and social transmitter of a culture of respect and support for children
2. “Evolution of the Child’s Relationship with the Family”
· The family as a source of social capital; the need to work on family education 

· Establishing lines of action to encourage efforts by families and family networks aimed at child care and protection  

· Highlighting the importance of shared responsibility, on the part of society and the various governments, for promoting an improved situation for children and the family in the Americas 

· Outlining the intervention/mediation and resilience models found in the Americas for the care and protection of children in the family

3. “Children’s Rights and Their Relation to the Different Types of Families”
· The family and community perspective as a service providing care to persons

· Public policy guided by belief in the worth of every person is necessary for building a culture of family and community

· Public policies on the family and their characteristics: comprehensive policies, joint policies, global policies, and cross-cutting policies

4. “The Doctrine of Integral Protection and Current Family Law” 
· Analyzing current family law and the extent to which it includes the doctrine of integral protection 

· Presenting lines of action aimed at achieving change in family law

5. “Family Violence and Its Impact on Child Development”
· Violence as a destroyer of families that hinders sustainable development

· The effects of family violence on the healthy development of children, and of the alteration of family dynamics between the spouses and other members of the family 

· The difference between family violence and the right to discipline

· Describing the reality in the countries of the Americas and proposing lines of action to eradicate this vulnerability

6. “Promoting a Culture of Respect for Children’s Rights:  The Roles of the Family, the State, Civil Society, and the Media”
· Describing the importance of civil society organizations, various religious groups, universities, research centers, and private endeavors, among others, in promoting the family as the natural place for the full development of children 
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Reflecting on the importance of the media in fostering a culture of respect for the rights of children
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( 	For the purposes of this agenda, the member states understand the English term “children” to include adolescents.
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