ADDRESS BY MS. ANA TERESA ARANDA OROZCO, PRESIDENT OF THE DIRECTING COUNCIL OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CHILDREN’S INSTITUTE AND DIRECTOR GENERAL OF  SNDIF AT THE CLOSING SESSION OF THE NINETEENTH PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS

 Mexico City, 29 October, 2004.

Delegates who have joined us during these three working days, 

Congress participants, academicians and general public who have honored us with your presence, 

DIFfuser children of the Mexican Republic, 

Good afternoon. 

Sixty-nine years have already gone by since Mexico organized the Seventh Pan American Child Congress in 1935 and since then we have joined each other in the difficult task of finding more and better cooperation instruments and conditions in order to reach the well being of children. 

But today, at the end of this Nineteenth Pan American Congress, we have witnessed how this effort –that started in Argentina in 1916— has gained synergy among our countries as reflected in brilliant lectures and very concrete and relevant proposals. 

Likewise, it has been remarkable how these works, by and for the children in the Americas, have allowed for reasserting our support to the Inter-American Children’s Institute in its capacity as the specialized and legitimate organization of the OAS responsible for promoting the best interest of the child in our continent. 

In such connection, I with to express my deep recognition to the work of the Inter-American Children’s Institute which, headed by Alejandro Bonasso, has achieved the inclusion of child-related concerns in the governmental agenda of our countries. 

Here we have witnessed statements on the urgent need to strengthen a right-based approach as the core element of guidance and education processes, aimed both to children and to the well being of families. 

In my capacity as President of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children’s Institute, I am pleased to announce that the Member states meeting at this Nineteenth Pan American Congress have declared: 

1. That the political will stated by the Member states at this Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress aims to recognize, support, protect and promote the family as the main environment for the protection and advocacy of children’s rights. 

2. That the six sub-themes discussed during the Congress have become a valuable platform of knowledge that allows for understanding and ranking families according to their different roles and functions, as well as for fostering a series of concrete actions to be undertaken by the Inter-American Children’s Institute and the OAS member states. 

3. That those actions reflect in the seven resolutions adopted by this Congress which will be duly considered by the Member states for the preparation and implementation of their child legal provisions and policies. 

The Final Declaration of this event also recommends in general terms: 

1. The Inter-American Children’s Institute to include, among others, the following mandates provided for in the seven Congress resolutions in its 2005-2008 Strategic Plan: 

· The preparation and presentation to the Directing Council of an Inter-American Project on Public Policies under a family and community-based approach;

· The design of a training course on “Children, Family and Rights” for child and family program operators and managers;  

· The preparation of an integral study on the rights of children and their families; 

· A comparative family law survey in the countries of the region; 

· The preparation of a study on the interpretation and application of the principle of the best interest of the child in the framework of justice and family law, and 

· The compilation of experience gained by government organizations and civil society entities in the application of intervention models on family violence in the member states. 

· The development of effective strategies to sensitize social communication practitioners on the importance of their role for the protection and promotion of the rights of children and their families. 

2. This Declaration to be as widely disseminated as possible through the channels provided by the Organization of American States and those available in the member states.

Therefore, please allow me to congratulate the organizers and express my special recognition to Dr. Luigi Einaudi, the Acting Secretary General of the OAS, for his great support, as well as Mr. Alejandro Bonasso and his excellent team from the Institute; thanks also to the lecturers, the children and youth, and in general to all the participants in the Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress for their outstanding interest and patience; my appreciation as well to the team of DIF Nacional and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs whose devotion contributed to make this Congress possible.  

We should not forget that our duty is to reflect on our huge responsibility and duty vis-à-vis our own future, as the transformation of every child into an autonomous human being and an active citizen who will fight injustice and state his/her solidarity to others –thus giving rise to a society respectful of individuals and ensuring decent living conditions for everybody— depends upon us. 

Thank you very much.

PAGE  
2

